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Tibur1 and doubtless also at Lavinium, for the Roman
consuls, praetors, and dictators had to sacrifice to Vesta at
that ancient city when they entered on or laid down their
office.2

At her annual festival, which, as we have just seen, was

celebrated a11 over Itaty on tlie thirteenth of August, hunting
dogs were crowned and wild beasts were not molested ;
young people went through a purificatory ceremony in her
honour ; wine was brought forth, and the feast consisted of
a kid, cakes served piping hot on plates of leaves, and apples
still hanging in clusters on the boughs.3 The Christian
Church appears to have sanctified this great festival of the
virgin goddess by adroitly converting it into the festival of
the Assumption of the Blessed Virgin on the fifteenth of
August.4 The discrepancy of two days between the dates
of the festivals is not a fatal argument against their identity j
for a similar displacement of two days occurs in the case
of St George's festival on the twenty-third of April, which
is probably identical with the ancient Roman festival of
the Parilia on April twenty-first.5 On the reasons which
prompted this conversion of the festival of the Virgin Diana
into the festival of the Virgin Mary, some light is thrown
by a passage in the Syriac text of The Departure of My
Lady Mary from this World, which runs thus : " And the
apostles also ordered that there should be a commemoration
of the blessed one on the thirteenth of Ab [that is, August ;
another MS. reads the I5th of Ab], on account of the vines
bearing bunches (of grapes), and on account of the trees
bearing fruit, that clouds of hail, bearing stones of wrath,
might not come, and the trees be broken, and their fruits,
and the vines with their clusters."6 Here the festival of
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tury A.D. (Symmachus, /.*.).
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